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25X1 X important fortifications are being built in Istria® From 10 to 17 dha 48 a 

group of 20 military engineers and architects arrived in Pola# One group re* 
stained and the other vent out into the field* Reports indicate that fortifica- 
tions are being built and that Pole is being converted into a military base of 
the first order* Sections of an engineer unit have been transferred to Plains 
Portola, Pin Quanti and Villa d’J&vSaa. Sarlier reports announced that engineer 
units are still located at Montana* jRosso# Idppa and Zabioa# 

2« The Pola garrison has an estimated strength of three thousand soldiers# In 
addition to infantry and marine infantry# it has artillery of all typos,, in- 
cluding antiaircraft# Yank units have been placed in the former Italian school 
and courtyard# Coast artillery is located in Pola Bay and Brioni# A coast 
division is also located on Brioni and it has been reported that a radio station 
is there* Antiaircraft units were on the alert during the entire month of 
Jtauary 1948# while the coast artillery ms continuously practicing loading® 

5# the Capodistrla garrison has a strength of three thousand soldiers# In additirr 
to infantry and marine infantry it has various artillery of a smaller ealibar 
and an anti-tank detachment# One tank unit has been placed in a former Italia? 
school o It is believed that there are about 1*600 soldiers in the tank unit** 

The tanks are of various types# The soldiers are poorly clothed# poorly fed* 
generally exhausted# Discipline is weak and a number of fights have occurred 
among the soldiers® A modern repair shop is included in the equipment# 

4® Frcaa the FFY# which is under administration of V0d&» all of the arrested civilians?' 
have been transferred to Capodistria# In addition to the main jail* Galcer® 
&tdieiare? there are three others# all full* Arrests are made at night and fox 
trifling reasons* 

6a At Antign&no there is a small naval garrison comprising one officer and 10 men* 
who are directly under the command at Flume# The garrison’s mission is to act 
as an observation post# Trucks carrying supplies for those men formerly war© 
marked but now bear the army marking 

6* Villa Decani has a garrison strength of two thousand soldi era# as well as torkr- 
and cavalry a The cavalry patrols the countryside while the tanka patrol the 
roads# Two battalions of &HW are also part of this garrison# 
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A radio center hue boon plaoed in Fiuao, along with on autoaobilo battalion 
and auto repair chop. During January Soviet- Polish 7G m ar til lory iras 
observed in Fiurae. Reports indicate also that Soviet artillery officer* 

TTere dr os sod in Yugoslav uniforms • A large acriunition cluop for the Second Array 
ie located at Plassa. Its oaimanding officer is a Soviet officer. 

The Zeaunik airfield near S&dra has a fighter pilot school and fighter planes 
have boon seen on the field* It is being expondod and a ne.v large airfield* 
which vdll bo asaong the most laodern in the country, ie being built. Under- 
ground gasoline tanks aro being constructed in the vicinity of the fiold. 

Work is under direct supervision of Yugoslav engineers, but the chief engineer 
is a Russian, 


*% end — 


Approved For Release 20' 


1 035R0001 0004001 5-2 



